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Introduction

Recreation is an integral part of a commun
environment. Proximity and access to the enjoyment of nature and recreational facilities
invigorates the human spirit and improves physical, mental, and social Heaititipation in
recreational activities has been shown to improve human healttheaertbpment andeduce

stress. Ample recreational opportunities reduce crime, and many businesses consider the
quality of local parks, recreation, and open spaces whag gheir facilities. Parks and
recreational facilities can also build the local tourism industries by attracting visitors to the area.
Although the development and maintenance of recreational facilities is sometimes secondary
to infrastructure and ecomoc development, recreational facilities must be made available for
the overall development of the quality of life in the community. It is, therefore, in the best
interests of the community to support the established boards in developing and managing the
operation of quality parks and recreational facilities within their boundaries.

Establish in August of 1989, the Perry County Parks and Recreatpantbent undertakdbe
development and management of recreational facilities within the county that g@/arned

by other private, municipal or governmental entiti€s.continue doing this in an effective and
efficient manner, the Perry County Parks and Ree Department has developed thigear
Comprehensive Master Plan. This plan is designeskitee the county from 201through
2024. The purpose of the ParksdRecreation Master Plan is to create a framework for county
leaders and the Parks and Recreation staff to use as they chart the course for programming,
maintenance and development of the park system over the next 5karslanning effort is
also a means to obtain public input into the planning process afapnagng and developing
parkand recreation facilitiekor the Perry CountyParks andRecreation Boardnd staff to stay
attuned to specific interestd the citizens they ultimately servé he plan itself serves as a
foundation for budget projections, jeot prioritization and for grant applications

In order to be eligible for funding from various programs managed by the Department of
Natur al Resources, the plan is submitted to
approval. The plan is, ¢énefore, prepared in conformance with #lanning Guidelines for

Parks and Recreatiopublished by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
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Definition of Planning Area

The planning area for the Perry County Parks & Recreation Deparfif@RARD)encompasses

all of Perry County. The Perry County Parks & Recreation Department recosmsitted to
making our facilities and services available to anyone, regardless of resident status, ability to
pay, or physical/mental ability.

Goals of thePlan

The Perry County Parks &eRreation Department has identified the following as goals of the
5-Year Parks & Recreation Master Plan.

Use the results from the public survey to expand the role ¢fEHRD,
Enhanceamarketing to help citizens of Perry Coumtybecomeanore knowledgeable of

county parks in general and the Parks Department specific.

1 Create fund earning ventures to make the PCRD morss&tiining.
1 Create more walking trails at Eagles Bluff.
1 Build playground equipment at Eagles Bluff.
1 Encourage the US Fish and Wildl&erviceto eliminate the covenants and restriction
on property usage at Eagles BIuff.
1 Developmore recreational opportunities for citizens of Perry county
1 Clear and develop Allen Park.
1 Present the plan and gain its acceptance wiRkimy Countycommunities
1 Receive approval from IDNR for eligibility for application for Land and Water Conservatior

Fund (LWCF) grant programs.
1 Use the plan as a springboard to apply for all applicablegyrant
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Park & Recreation Board/ Department

Parks & Recreation Board

The Perry County Park and Recreation Department was first established in 1965 and re
established by Ordinance-8®-21 in August of 1989The Perry County Pasikand Recreation

Board consists of five members with two appointed by the Judge of the Perry County Circuit
Court, two members appointed by the Perry County Council, and one appointed by the Perry
County Commissioners. Members, tiflesldressesand expiréion of terms are listed as
follows:

Richard NewtonPresident

440 18thSt.

Tell City, IN 47586

Term: Jan. ¥, 2015 to Dec. 3%, 2019

Calvin Cash 1l Vice President
9378 German Ridge Rd

Derby, IN 47525

Term: Jan. ¥, 2015 to Dec. 3%, 2019

Troy Leistner Secretary

3800 Stone Rd

Tell City, IN 47586

Term: Jan. ¥, 2018 to Dec. 3%, 221

Brett Lutgring

917 23 Street

Tell City, IN 47586

Term: Jan. ¥, 2016to Dec. 3%, 2020

Roger Smith

904 3% Street

Tell City, IN 47586

Term: Jan. ¥, 2019 to Dec. 3%, 223

The Perry County Park and RecreatiaraBl meets on the secowkdnesdayf each month
in the Commi ssionerd6s Room of t hfulRraPark Couni
Director and assistardre charged with the dailynai nt enance and operati
park system and to further enhance the recreational opportunities within Perry County.
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Parks & Recreation Department

Perry County Parks & Recreation Mission

1 The mission of the Perry County Parks & Recredlanp ar t ment ei s: ATo p
park and recreation opportunitiggat serve the needs of Perry County residents
and encourage and promote tourism.o

Perry County Parks & Recreation F¥ear Vision

1 Provide a high level of park and recreation services apptepfor Perry
Countybds cur r enecon@ncdongitbranned soci o

1 Develop facilities and programshat addressr e si dent 6 s preferenc
recreational activities.

1 Serve as a coordinating body to help coordinate local and regional activities
associagd with park and recreation facilities and programs.

Parks & Recreation Office

The main office of the Perry County Parks & Recreation Department is located

65 Park Avenue
Tell City, IN 47586

Parks & Recreation Staff

County Recreational DirectoGreg Hendershot

Phone: (812) 5438453

Email: perryparksnrec@psci.net
Website:http://perrycounty.in.gov/departments/pagsidrecreation.aspx

Assistant Director: Steve Braunecker
Phone: (812)548453
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Facility Inventory

Perry County Parks & Recreation has an inventorfjvefparks, ranging in size from

0.5 to 128 acres (approximately 138 acres total park laid)e Perry County Parks
system is relatively new, with the oldest property having been acquired in 1994. Some
of the parks have had amenities added in recent yeairsnost are still in need of
additions. The following is a brief synopsis of the Perry County Parks:

Eagles Bluff Park & Overlook

Eagle's Bluff Park is our largest facility, consisting of 128 aclebordersindiana state road

66 approximatelypne mile from CanneltorOriginally known as "The Overlook," this facility

was created during the construction of the Cannelton Locks and Dam as a means of observing
the construction proces3he road through the park also serasdhe detour for StaRoad 66

during the construction of the Dam.

Acquired from the United States Fish and Wild&ervice in 2000, this facility was renovated
and reopened to the public in 2008ituated on a bluff 200 feabove the Ohio River in
Cannelton, this facility basts the following amenities:

T Vi si tCented svith handicap assessibleestrooms and regional recreation
information

1 ObservatiorDeck overlooking the Ohio River and Cannelton Locks and Dam

1 3Walking Trails

1

2 handicap assessibfhelter Houses equipp&dth picnic tables and charcoal grills
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Electra Crash Site Memorial Park

The Electra Crash Site
Memorial Park is al-acre
facility located in Millstone,
IN. It is located on Millstone
Road approximately 1 %2 miles
from state road 166lLhis park
was created as a memorial to
the 63 people killed in the
Northwest  Orient  Electra
Airlines crash at this location
on March 17, 1960A 9 ft. tall
granite monument stands at the
head of a concrete circle
centered directly above the
original crater where thelgne
was buried. This property is

s GEs Al i3 not actually owned by the
Perry County Parks & Recreation Department. It is owned by a neighboring ciflzen.
memorial was created on the property by the Cannelton Kiwanis Club. The property was
subsequently leased the Kiwanis Club in 1994 for the purpose of maintaining the facility.
Upon their dissolution in 1996, the lease was transferred to the Perry County Parks &
Recreation Department.

Millstone Rd, Tobin, IN

Traffic, Bicycling
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Wilkerson County Park

Wilkerson County Park is A.5-acrefacility located in Rome, IN.In 1996, the Perry County
Parks & Recreation Department acquired a small piece of land along the Ohio River in Rome
for the purpose of building a public boat ranffor 13 years, this facility consisted of only a

boa ramp and parking lotin 2009, the Wilkerson family donated 2 adjacent lots to the Parks

& Recreation DepartmentJpon receipt of the land, this facility was developed and designated
Wilkerson County ParkThis park now includes tHellowing amenities:

1 Shelter House with picnic tables and charcoal grill
Handicapaccessiblé&restroom Facility

1
1 Playground (CPSC compliant, not ADA compliant)
1 Boat launch with handicapped access ramp
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Riverside Park

Riverside Park is 8-acrefacility located on the Ohio River in Magnet, bvh Magnet Valley
Road This facility has been serving the public since 1998, offering the following amenities:

1 Shelter house with picnic tables and electricity
1 Boat Ramp
1

Handicap accessiblestroom facity

PERRY COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION

PAGE9



PERRY COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
5-YEAR MASTER PLAN 20192024

Allen Park

Allen Park is a 0.5 acrplat of landthat has not yet been developed. Donated in 2011 by a
member of the Allen Family, this property is located along the Ohio River between Cannelton

and Rocky Poinbn state road 6fust east of Lafayette Spring®ue to the size, topography,

and locationof the land,it is limited as to what this area may be used fdihe Parks &

Recreation Boardnvisionscreatingai Re st St op 0 f ogralorg Statyy Roadi6s, t s t r
equipping itwith picnic tables
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